The PrevailingWord

Introduction

The Word takes the place of the unseen Christ.

Meditation in the Word is a visit with Christ.

The Word becomes a part of us by meditation.

This Word will change our lives.

This Word will overcome all we need to overcome.
Text:

Acts 12:24 But the word of God grew and multiplied.

Acts 19:20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.

Other Translations - Acts 19:20 In such ways it became
evident that the Word of the Master was now sovereign and
prevailed in Ephesus. (MSG)

Word Revelation — prevailed - G2479 (ischus); to have (or
exercise) force (literal or figurative) can do be of strength,
Strong's

A revival was happening in Ephesus. It was not Paul’s
preaching but the prevailing Word of God.

1. Faith Makes The Word Prevail
A. A faith Word spoken prevailed over the forces of nature

Matthew 8:23 And when he was entered into a ship, his
disciples followed him.

24 And, behold, there arose a great tempest in the sea,
insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves: but he was
asleep.

25 And his disciples came to him, and awoke him, saying,
Lord, save us: we perish.

26 And he saith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little
faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there
was a great calm.

27 But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this,
that even the winds and the sea obey him!
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B. A believed Word prevailed over sickness and disease

Matthew 8:5 And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum,
there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him,

6 And saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy,
grievously tormented.

7 And Jesus saith unto him, | will come and heal him.

8 The centurion answered and said, Lord, | am not worthy that
thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and
my servant shall be healed.

9 For | am a man under authority, having soldiers under me:
and | say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and
he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it.

10 When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that
followed, Verily | say unto you, | have not found so great faith,
no, not in Israel.

11 And | say unto you, That many shall come from the east and
west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in
the kingdom of heaven.

12 But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

13 And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou
hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed
in the selfsame hour.

2. The Word And Jesus Are One And The Same
A. The Word was in the beginning and was God

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.

2 The same was in the beginning with God.

3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any
thing made that was made.

B. The Word became flesh
John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,

(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth.
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C. The Bible is the Word of God that works in us

1 Thessalonians 2:13 For this cause also thank we God without
ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which ye
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in
truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that
believe.

Other Translations - 1 Thessalonians 2:13 And we also
[especially] thank God continually for this, that when you
received the message of God [which you heard] from us,
you welcomed it not as the word of [mere] men, but as it
truly is, the Word of God, which is effectually at work in
you who believe [exercising its superhuman power in those
who adhere to and trust in and rely on it]. (AMP)

the Word of God, Who Himself works effectually in you
that believe. (Moffatt)

3. The Word Prevails over the senses

Romans 4:17 (As it is written, | have made thee a father of
many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, who
quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as
though they were.

18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become
the father of many nations, according to that which was spoken,
So shall thy seed be.

19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own
body now dead, when he was about an hundred years old, neither
yet the deadness of Sara's womb:

20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief;
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God;

21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he
was able also to perform.

His hope was turned to faith.
Faith reaches toward hope and brings it into reality — faith.
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4. The Word spoken is power on the lips of the believer
A. The NT believers preached he Word

Acts 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken
where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.

B. The Word increased and believers multiplied

 Acts 6:7 And the word of God increased; and the number of the
disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great company of
the priests were obedient to the faith.

5. Jesus spoke God’s Word

John 12:49 For | have not spoken of myself; but the Father
which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what | should say,
and what I should speak.

A. Jesus was fearless as He spoke The Word

Matthew 8:16 When the even was come, they brought unto him
many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits
with his word, and healed all that were sick:

Matthew 8:26 And he saith unto them, Wh% are ye fearful, O
ye of little faith? Then he arose, and rebuked the winds and the
sea; and there was a great calm.

Matthew 17:18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed
out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour.

B. The disciples preached the Word and it did the same thing
it did when Jesus preached the Word

Mark 16:15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world,
and preach the gospel to every creature.

16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned.

17 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name
shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;

18 They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly
thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and
they shall recover.

19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was
received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.
20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord
Xorking with them, and confirming the word with signs following.
men.
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6. The Word prevailing in our hearts makes us Love
A. Jesus gave us the Word on Love

John 13:34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love
one another; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another.

35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another.

B. The prevailing Word on Love will give us GREAT power

1 John 4:7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God;
and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.
8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.

17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness
in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear:
because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in
love.

19 We love him, because he first loved us.

20 If a man say, | love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar:
for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he
love God whom he hath not seen?

21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who
loveth God love his brother also.
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7. The prevailing Word makes us conquerors

A. A failure to allow the Word to prevail in our hearts
concerning love will make us mere men of the world - common

1 Corinthians 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as
unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ.

2 | have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye
were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.

3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you
envang, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as
men’

Other Translations - 1 Corinthians 3:3 you are still
unspiritual. For so long as jealousy and strife continue
among you, can it be denied that you are unspiritual and are
living and acting like mere men of the world? (WEY)

B. If we are walking in sickness then the Word is not
prevailing.

Psalm 107:20 He sent his word, and healed them, and delivered
them from their destructions.

C. If we are walking defeated in life then the Word is not
prevailing.

Philippians 4:13 | can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.

D. If we are walking in poverty then the Word is not
prevailing.

Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need
according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

E. The Word must prevail — It must be preached into our
heart and our mouth until we confess it and believe it and have
it!

Romans 10:8 But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in
thy mr(])uth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we
preach;

9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead,
thou shalt be saved.

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
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